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Dear Party, 
 
The Saskatchewan Cattlemen’s Association represents Saskatchewan’s 12,000 plus cattle farms and 
ranches. Beef cattle are raised in most constituencies in the province and the economic activity they 
generate is a major part of the provincial economy. Every dollar of income from beef cattle sales 
generates $2.08 elsewhere in the economy.  
 
The impact beef cattle production has is not limited to economics. It is also very important to 
Saskatchewan’s environment. Our province has over 20 million acres of hay and grasslands. This is the 
biggest crop of all in Saskatchewan covering more acres than wheat or canola which are about 12 million 
acre crops. Those hay and grassland acres depend on cattle producers for their care and stewardship. 
Those grassland acres in turn are home to countless species of birds and other wildlife. Beef cattle 
production does not use up the habitat, it shares it. If beef cattle production is not viable those acres are 
converted to other uses, which has an impact on habitat and reduces the carbon sequestration of those 
acres. 
 
There are several items where the incoming government of Saskatchewan can assist cattle producers. 
We have a few questions we would like each party to answer, as well as some suggestions for the 
incoming government and opposition parties. 
 
• What are the ways you foresee your government improving the competitiveness of Saskatchewan 

cattle producers? 
 
• Where do you see your government investing in building the productive capacity of Saskatchewan’s 

livestock sector? 
 
• What will your government do to improve business risk management programs for cattle 

production? 
 
• How will your government improve public support, “social license,” for Saskatchewan’s productive 

economic drivers? 
 
• Irrigation investment has been in the news lately, most recently by the Canada Infrastructure Bank. 

What will your government do to grow the economy by significantly expanding irrigation 
development in Saskatchewan?  
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Saskatchewan Cattlemen’s Association Information for Parties in Election 2020 
 
The Saskatchewan Cattlemen’s Association looks to the next government and opposition to work with 
industry in improving competitiveness, opportunity and resilience of the sector. This can be achieved 
with action on several fronts: 
 
• A legislative and regulatory environment that prioritizes competitiveness. New legislation and 

regulation must be measured against current acts and regulations, against other jurisdictions and 
against a goal of growing prosperity of the province.  Saskatchewan producers will rise to 
opportunities as long as the playing field is favourable. We will work with the next government and 
opposition on making sure of this. Areas of concerns for our producers include how agriculture is 
dealt with from an environmental, taxation and development perspective. SCA doe support the fight 
against the carbon tax as it is a leakage producing tax that pushes production to parts of the world 
that do not face the same cost added to production, as well as impacting our bottom line as we are 
next exempt from its impacts.  

 
• Research is the way to finding the answers of the challenges of today and tomorrow. SCA invests a 

major portion of the producer funds it manages into research. A majority of this funds work done at 
the University of Saskatchewan. Importantly this is often done in partnership with the provincial 
government. This co-funding model shows that SCA sees the investment in agricultural research as 
critical to the competitiveness of producers and to Saskatchewan. Investments in the University of 
Saskatchewan at the College of Agriculture and BioResources by the Ministry of Agriculture and at 
the Western College of Veterinary Medicine by the Ministry of Advanced Education are important 
foundations to moving competitiveness of all of agriculture forward. It is also important for the 
public at large as the work done at these Colleges and the graduates they produce are foundational 
to food production, and the health of our animals and environment which affect everyone. 
 

• Access to rural vets is an issue that plagues our industry.  The demanding work load of rural vets, as 
well as the desire to remain in larger centres, creates a significant challenge in enticing vets to 
establish clinics and practice in rural centres.  In order to grow our industry we need to have access 
to vets to ensure our herd health and welfare. We continue to work with WCVM as well as SVMA to 
find creative solutions to entice vets to practice in rural Saskatchewan.  We believe there is an 
important role for the provincial government in this process.  We, along with other animal 
agriculture industries, want to the province to continue to engage with our industries to address this 
challenge.  

 
• Saskatchewan is known for its wide open vistas. We have a lot of area compared to our population. 

This makes international market access very important to Saskatchewan producers. We depend on 
exports to sell a major share of our production, cattle included. This export dependency is another 
drive for our call for competitiveness in regulation and legislation. We also call on governments to 
step up and champion our production methods and to work to open, maintain and grow our access 
to markets across Canada, North America and the world. 
 

• The vast expanse of the province also produces challenges of getting products to market efficiently.  
As a land locked province, producers must move our products via road or rail.  We need to ensure 
our infrastructure can carry the load.  Continuing to invest in maintaining and improving the 
province’s extensive road network will aid our industry in moving our products to market and to 
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slaughter.  We call on the next government to continue to invest in the foundational infrastructure 
of the province.  
 

• Agriculture has evolved from mom and pop productions, to operations that rely on technology and 
innovation to maintain and expand our competitiveness.  Our producers rely on the internet and cell 
service to run their businesses.  This includes buying and selling cattle, watching market trends, 
participating in webinars to improve their production systems, just to name a few.  The internet is 
foundational to the success of our industry. Continued to investment to improve internet and cell 
service, including its reliability in rural areas is no longer a desire but need to maintain and grow our 
industry.  We call on the next government to continue to invest in cell and internet infrastructure in 
rural areas.  This may include working with the federal government who has signaled their desire to 
improve rural internet broadband service  

 
• Agriculture is subject to the whims of mother nature. Yet we depend on farming and ranching to 

deliver our food. As such, there is a set of programs delivered by the Ministry of Agriculture to help 
producers manage the challenges they face. SCA will work with the next government to improve 
these programs, which must be competitive with other jurisdictions, including our major trading 
partner and competitor, the United States. They also must be meaningful and equitable to cattle 
producers relative to other types of production. We have put forth several suggestions about how to 
improve these programs and hope the incoming government will pick up on our recommendations 
for an imminent Federal/Provincial/Territorial Ag Ministers meeting. These include removing the 
reference margin limit from AgriStability, increasing the cap to AgriStability, making Western 
Livestock Production Insurance Program (cattle price insurance) a permanent program so cattle 
producers can cover their price risk more equitably compared to annual crop production. 
Saskatchewan is a big agricultural producer, with agriculture being a top three contributor to our 
GDP. As such, we expect the Ministry of Agriculture to garner support from the whole of 
government for the cost of some of these requests, which would put cattle producers on a more 
even footing compared to annual crop production. 

 
• Saskatchewan is an agricultural province, but most of the population is not involved in the industry. 

This poses a risk to the “social license” or public support for farmers and ranchers. The same can be 
said of forestry, oil and gas and mining. The reality is these industries are all at the cutting edge of 
science and the use of technology. Yet our school age students do not see the application of “STEM” 
teaching in a Saskatchewan context. The SCA would like to see Saskatchewan Science classes taught 
in schools using the industries of agriculture, forestry and extraction as the context in which science 
topics are discussed. This would show students that there are exciting STEM careers here in 
Saskatchewan while building the foundation of support for the industries that keep Saskatchewan’s 
economy rolling. 

 
Thank you for your responses to this questionnaire. Please email to ceo@saskbeef.com. We will post 
your information on our social feeds and on Saskbeef.com.  
 
Ryder Lee 

 
CEO - Saskatchewan Cattlemen’s Association 
 


